
Kenya comes together to 
restore landscapes  

Approximately 1.6 billion people depend on forests and tress for 
their livelihoods. Sadly, the current rate of ecosystem degradation 
and slow pace of restoration critically undermines livelihoods 
and our ability to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Urgent action is required from all levels of society, including (and 
importantly) political buy-in. 

To catalyze the large-scale restoration movement needed to 
realize global ecosystem restoration objectives, and sustainable 
development goals in general, there needs to be buy-in from the 
top down and bottom up. Everyone needs to come together to 
create a coordinated and integrated system that can be used by 
everyone to restore and ensure the sustainable management of our 
natural resources. Kenya has successfully attempted to do just that.

Kenya has made major commitments to international agreements 
on land restoration, climate change and biodiversity, thanks to 
the country’s widespread appreciation among the leadership and 
citizenry to address these challenges. 

Committed to restoring 5.1 million hectares of degraded 
land by 2030 and maintaining at least 10% of tree cover in the 
country, the Kenyan government needs all parties on board in 
order to successfully achieve these commitments. 

Currently, there are numerous cross-sectoral efforts underway, 
spearheaded by multiple stakeholders, towards the national 
restoration pledges to the African Forest and Landscape 
Restoration Initiative (AFR100) and Bonn Challenge. Many of 
these efforts, however, remain fragmented and could benefit 
substantially from pursuing greater synergies. 

Kenyan Ministries and Citizens 
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Landscape Restoration 
Evidence Series 

The key objectives of the conference 
were to: 

• Catalyze a national restoration movement 
towards the achievement of Kenya’s restoration 
ambitions

• Showcase different restoration practices and 
investigate their suitability for the different places 
and people 

• Provide a platform for engaging with policy 
makers that will contribute to necessary policy 
adjustments needed to support landscape 
restoration 

• Highlight the role of women and youth in 
restoration and outline potential for their greater 
inclusion 

• Identify bottlenecks and opportunities for greater 
restoration entrepreneurship and business 

• Agree on a process for a common monitoring, 
reporting and learning framework for landscaper 
restoration 

• Bring together stakeholders working in the 
restoration space to develop a common roadmap 
and agree on key actions 

• Catalyze funding for land restoration in the 
country towards realizing the vision of the UN 
Decade for Ecosystem Restoration

The conference saw over 600 participants and reached 
over 8,800 people via social media. Academics, policy 
makers, government representatives, students, youth, 
women, practitioners and local community members, 
all came together to accelerate the momentum of land 
restoration in Kenya.

To support and accelerate the Kenyan Government’s national 
commitment and foster the needed synergies, the Regreening 
Africa Project, facilitated a series of workshop webinars. These 
workshops culminated in the six-day national policy conference – 
Kenya National Landscape Restoration Scaling Conference. 

https://afr100.org
https://www.bonnchallenge.org


 

This evidence series was developed by researchers and practitioners spearheading the new 
Landscape Restoration TPP, with support from GLF www.globallandscapesforum.org

Landscape Restoration   
Transformative Partnership 
Platform (TPP)

One of the major outcomes for each 
thematic theme was the agreement of 
action plans to move the restoration 
movement: 

10 Key Take-Aways 
from the Conference Youth and Women Inclusion in 

Restoration 

Movement Building and Leveraging 

Landscape Restoration Monitoring 

Entrepreneurship and Business 
Approaches to Restoration 

• Regreening Africa, GLFx Nairobi and other 
interested actors will support the creation of a 
youth network for restoration. 

• Regreening Africa will contribute to capturing 
and highlighting success stories of restoration 
initiatives by women and youth as a means of 
giving them exposure. 

• Regreening Africa and GLFx Nairobi as well as 
other interested actors will organize a training on 
fundraising strategies, grant management and 
proposal/grant writing.

• OikoDiplomatique and the Global Evergreening 
Alliance to organize networking session for 
faith communities to explore synergies and 
opportunities for collaboration. 

• The Council of Governors (COG) and its partners 
will raise awareness of landscape and promote 
cross-learning across counties. 

• Document and support grassroots mobilization 
approaches, provide capacity building and 
connect these groups/approaches to projects.

Private sector has a critical role to play in restoration as 
financiers and implementers. 

Restoration has been ongoing thus we need to focus 
on quality of restoration. 

We need to have an integrated approach to food 
systems, that is, agrobiodiversity. 

Embrace innovation in restoration especially digital 
solutions. 

Focus on youth and their need to create wealth and a 
source of income. 

Apart from focusing on the youth and women, 
including children is also key to ensure sustainability of 
restoration efforts. 

Funds need to be set aside for restoration. 

Monitoring and reporting restoration progress is key 
because – “What gets measured gets done”. 

There needs to be an alignment of policies and 
programs to support landscape restoration. 

Mobilize communities through the introduction 
of alternative livelihoods outside timber product 
dependence.

• The Ministry of Environment and Forestry will 
establish and strengthen the national landscape 
restoration monitoring working group. 

• The Kenya Forest Service will seek additional 
feedback on the composition, mandate, terms of 
reference and timeline for the working group as 
well as the proposed indicators and outputs from 
any interested party. 

CIFOR-ICRAF and private sector actors involved in 
the conference will continue to liaise with KEPSA for 
the creation of an engagement platform to allow for 
technical support especially from Government, NGOs, 
International Organisations and all other partners 
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Further resources
Regreening Africa Website

Event Page: Kenya National Landscape 
Restoration Scaling Conference

Contact 

Mieke Bourne
Regreening Africa Programme Manager 

m.bourne@cgiar.org

Committed to action, the conference 
focused on five thematic areas:

Restoration 
Approaches 
and Practices

Landscape 
Restoration 
Monitoring 

Entrepreneurship and 
Business Approaches 
in Restoration

Movement 
Building and 
Leveraging 

Youth and 
Women 
Inclusion in 
Restoration

https://www.cifor-icraf.org/restoration-for-resilience/
https://regreeningafrica.org
mailto:?subject=

