Poster Session 1 -

FORESTRY AS SAFETY NET

FORESTRY AS SAFETY NET IN WEST BENGAL, India

WHY WE DID THIS RESEARCH?
WE WANTED TO LEARN FROM THE POOR ABOUT THE

ROLE OF FORESTS IN THEIR LIVELIHOODS.

WHAT WE TRIED TO FIND OUT? .
WE TRIED TO FIND RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NTFPs

AND LIVELIHOODS of POOR ANDWAYS TO
STRENGTHEN THEM

WHAT THE FOREST VILLAGERS TOItl) Us?
- FORESTS play a critical role in supporting POOR

VILLAGERS LIKE US.
- OUR LIVELIHOODS Depend on FORESTS
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“OUR’Food/Livelihood CALENDAR
has 2 Difficult Periods

When"WE"'depend more on
FORESTS

January -June
August -October

*WE“Collect Ttems
from FOREST for
ONY Eating/Selling/
Exchange wwe Collect
Mushrooms, Snails

FOREST Gives
PEACE andHA

WE ASKED -
HOW MANY USE
FORESTS?
40% to 50% of
Forest Village Make
DIRECT USE of
FORESTS

oWho Use Forests as Safety Net?
We”Local Communities Living in and
Around Forests WE ASKED -ARE

MIXED FORESTS BETTER>
Villagers said Mixed Forests
Help us to Tide over Seasongq|
Livelihood Problems
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= Those Houses with Red
gﬂand Ora|$e Dots are Poor

nd Depend more onForests

™ Mono-Forests

Accacia Plantation
Give"Us"Limited Benefit - RECOMMENDATIONS —

Mainly Branches 3¢ Link up FORESTS with
and Leaves as Fuel LIVELIHOODS of local POCR

,@-‘-’ 3 Mobilise USER- GROUPS of

POOR for LIVELIHOODS
and also Enrichment of
BIO-DIVERSITY
Introduce PARTICIPATORY

PLANNING of FOREST
RESOURCES

*PIrn'egr-nTe Such Planning with
OVERTY REDUCTION
NEELA MUKHERTEE Strategies
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