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15:00 Welcome address
Tiina Vähänen
Deputy Director, Forestry
Division, FAO

15:05
Keynote on the 10 elements of agroecology

and how they apply to agroforestry
Edmundo Barrios
Agricultural Officer, FAO

15:15
Panel discussion, including questions from

the audience
 

Ronnakorn Triraganon
RECOFTC

Amina Maalim
KEFRI

Luis Orozco Aguilar
LWR-MOCCA/CATIE

Ravi Prabhu 
ICRAF

Ulrich Apel 
GEF Secretariat

Elaine Springgay
FAO (moderator)

16:10 Closing remarks

Jingyuan Xia
Director, Plant Protection
and Production Division,
FAO

Programme



Edmundo Barrios 
Plant Production and Protection Division, FAO
Edmundo Barrios is an Agricultural Officer at the Plant Production and Protection
Division of FAO. He provides technical and policy-related advice on ecosystem
management, soil health & biodiversity that supports agroecological transitions to
sustainable food and agricultural systems. A senior soil ecologist with more than 20
years of research for development experience with the CGIAR based in Cali-
Colombia (CIAT) and in Nairobi, Kenya (ICRAF), he investigated the linkages between
soil health, biodiversity and productivity in agricultural and agroforestry systems. He
led the FAO Agroecology team in the development of the ‘The 10 Elements of
Agroecology: Guiding the transition to sustainable food and agricultural systems’
publication released during the 2nd International Symposium on Agroecology held
in Rome at FAO-HQ in April 2018 and a recent FAO peer review publication on
enabling agroecological transitions. He is a lead author of the IPBES Nexus
Assessment, and was a member of the editorial board of ‘The State of Knowledge of
Soil Biodiversity: Status, challenges and Potentialities – Report 2020’ and of the
scientific committee of ‘Recarbonizing global soils: A technical manual of
recommended management practices’ published in 2021. 

Keynote speaker

Panelists

Ronnakorn Triraganon
RECOFTC
Ron is a Senior Strategic Advisor of RECOFTC. He has been working in the community-
based natural resource management sector since the 1980s. Before becoming an
advisor, Ron was RECOFTC’s Unit Head for capacity development and technical
services where he managed over 40 research and capacity development projects and
programs at regional and national levels. He has extensive experience in promoting
local people’s knowledge and customary rights. His work has ensured sustainable
natural resource management and fair distribution of benefits through participatory
approaches. With his professional background in participatory processes, forestry
extension, and community-based climate change adaptation and mitigation, Ron is
one of the most experienced facilitators in the field. His vast experience in
community-led and integrated landscape management allowed him to work on
several projects across the Asia and the Pacific, all the way to Eastern Africa.

Amina Maalim
National Forestry Research Institute, Kenya (KEFRI) 
Amina Aden Maalim is a female research scientist currently working with the National
Forestry Research Institute in Kenya known as KEFRI. She is based in the Garissa
office but works in the whole of the Northern region in the drylands of Kenya which
accommodates the largest pastoral population in Kenya. She has both local and
international research experiences. Her expertise is in Agroforestry and sustainable
rural development and is currently the only female forestry research scientist in the
whole of the North-Eastern region of Kenya. She has a Master of Science in
Agroforestry from Bangor University, North Wales, United Kingdom, and a Bachelor of
Science in Agroforestry and rural development from the University of Kabianga in
Kericho, Kenya. She plans to start a Ph.D. in Climate change adaptation in September
2022 at the University of Nairobi (with research focusing on the triple nexus of
Gender, Forestry, and Climate change), she is also an IUFRO taskforce member that is
looking at “Transforming Forest landscape for future climates and human well-being “. 



Ravi Prabhu
World Agroforestry (CIFOR-ICRAF)
Ravi Prabhu is an accomplished scientist who has engaged in multi-disciplinary
research and action in forested landscapes for almost 20 years. He earned his
professional degree and doctorate in forestry from the University of Goettingen,
Germany. Ravi was previously a Senior Programme Officer, Forests and Climate
Change with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Nairobi. He led
the UNEP team that contributed to the UN-REDD Programme – mainly by
supporting countries to realize multiple benefits from REDD+, and to use REDD+ as
a catalyst to transform to a green economy. Prior to that, he coordinated the
Regional Plan for Collective Action in eastern and southern Africa, a joint initiative of
CGIAR. He also worked in various capacities at CIFOR. Ravi joined World Agroforestry
(ICRAF) as Deputy Director General (Research) in 2012. He has served on numerous
international initiatives and committees, including the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment where he served on the review and editorial team, and the UN
Millennium Projects Taskforce 6 on Environmental Sustainability. He received the
Queen's Award for Forestry at Buckingham Palace in 2005.

Ulrich Apel
Global Environment Facility (GEF)
Ulrich Apel, a German national, is a Senior Environmental Specialist in the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) with an expertise on land degradation neutrality and
sustainable forest management. He coordinates GEF’s sustainable land
management and landscape restoration financing of a global portfolio of GEF
projects and programs. Prior to joining the GEF, he worked a chief technical advisor
in natural resource management projects in China and Vietnam and conducted field
research in community forestry, land use planning, land tenure, and legal framework
analysis. Ulrich holds a Masters in Forestry Sciences and a PhD in Tropical and
Subtropical Forest Management from the University of Goettingen, Germany.

Luis Orozco Aguilar
Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y
Enseñanza (CATIE)
Luis Orozco Aguilar, current Deputy Director for Research, and Innovation for the
LWR-MOCCA-Project, holds a PhD in Forest and Ecosystem Sciences from the
University of Melbourne, Australia. Luis is a dynamic researcher and practitioner of
tropical agroforestry with perennial crops (cacao and coffee). Prior to joining LWR-
MOCCA project, Luis worked for CATIE (2008-2012) where he led a comprehensive
base line assessment of the cacao value chain in Central America and oversaw a
network of experimental cacao plots to document the potential of shaded cacao
plantations to provide ecosystem services at farm and landscape levels. Luis has also
delivered consultant services to private companies and ONGs and participated as
technical advisor of several cocoa boards in the region. 



Elaine Springgay
Forestry Division, FAO
Elaine Springgay is FAO’s Agroforestry Officer and has more than 12 years of
experience working in international development on integrated natural resources
management, community-based forest management and climate-smart agriculture.
Prior to joining FAO in 2015, Elaine worked with NGOs or government agencies in
Canada, Ghana, the Philippines and Uganda, primarily focused on community-based
natural resource management, livelihood and capacity development initiatives. She
has a BSc in both Environmental Geography and History from the University of
Toronto, and a Masters in Forestry from the Australian National University. She is also
the Founder and Chair of the global network for young professionals in the forest
sector, ForYP, creating a space for the forestry’s younger experts and future leaders
to connect, share experiences and advocate for greater career development
opportunities.

Moderator


