
The multiplication of sustainability initiatives has been driven 
by the growing complexity and diversity of conditions under 
which agri-food and timber supply chains operate. They involve 
many different types of actors who can all have an indirect 
influence on land-use decisions. There is, typically, a lack of 
articulation between the different initiatives.

Broad interest in Voluntary Sustainability Standards has been 
accompanied by other private governance regulations such 
as codes of conduct, principles and guidelines, moratoria and 
wider commitments to sustainability. More recent steps include 
the adoption of public and private commitments to Zero 
Deforestation as a way of responding to consumer pressure 

on deforestation-free supply chains.1 Nevertheless, the latest 
Forest 500 report indicates that no palm oil, soy, cattle or timber 
company that has committed to eliminate deforestation from 
their supply chains by 2020 will meet this goal. This panel 
explores some of the many challenges to implementing public 
and private sustainability initiatives using four case studies, viz.

1  See, for example, the French national strategy to reduce imported 
deforestation, 2018-2030 (https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/sites/
default/files/2018.11.14_SNDI_0.pdf) and the Consumer Goods Forum Forest 
Positive Coalition of Action launched in Paris on 22 September 2020 (https://
www.tropicalforestalliance.org/en/news-and-events/news/partner-news-
new-consumer-goods-coalition-to-accelerate-systemic-effort-to-remove-
deforestation-and-forest-degradation-from-key-commodity-supply-chains)  
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The Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) and World Agroforestry (ICRAF) envision a more equitable world where trees in all 
landscapes, from drylands to the humid tropics, enhance the environment and well-being for all. CIFOR and ICRAF are CGIAR Research Centers.
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