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Natural rubber is a strategic commodity predominantly produced by millions of small farmers that sustains 
around 40 million people around the globe, with a supply chain worth generating more than 300 billion 
dollars. Natural rubber is emblematic of the opportunities offered by renewable materials for green economy 
growth and the benefits they provide for sustainable development. Natural rubber has a key role to play for 
both adaptation and mitigation of climate change as an important land user, a producer of renewable 
materials, and as a major economic activity.  Growing global demand can cause resource scarcity problems, 
price volatility and potential to cause instability in many regions. Major business, economic, and societal 
shifts towards sustainable production and consumption, embracing the circular economy would underlie 
transition to 1.5 degree pathway. Global production can be safeguarded and sustainably increased on a 
lasting basis by strengthening climate resilience and can successfully contribute to climate mitigation goals. 
Widening value addition of natural rubber which goes into more than 5000 end-products will improve 
livelihoods of small farmers. Adoption of sustainable practices together with the implementation of an 
efficient traceability system will boost sustainable rubber economy.  

This side event aims for an exchange of views on low-carbon green growth for promoting sustainable 
production and consumption of natural rubber through collaborative partnerships with the involvement of 
governments, the private sector and international organizations.  
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Agenda 
6.30-6.36 PM Welcome Speech 

Salvatore Pinizzotto, Secretary-General, IRSG 
Dr Robert Nasi, Director General, CIFOR  
Dr Abdul Aziz,  Secretary-General, IRRDB   

6.36-6.45 PM 
Presentation 1 
Thierry Serres, Chief Technical Officer – Natural Rubber, Michelin 

6.45-6.55 PM 
Presentation 2 
Dr K.N Raghavan, Executive Director, Rubber Board, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India 

6.55-7.05 PM Q&A Session with audience 

7.05- 7.40 PM 

7.40-7.50 PM 

Panel discussion 
Pathways toward  transition to Green Economy and Resilient Growth   
Moderator:  
Dr Lekshmi Nair, Head of Economics & Statistics, IRSG 
Panellists:  
Dr Abdul Aziz,  Secretary-General, IRRDB   
Dian Sukmajaya, Senior Officer for Forestry, ASEAN   
Diogo Esperante, Executive Director, APABOR 
Dr Emily J. Gallagher, Integrated Rural Development Specialist, CIFOR 
Mooi See Tor, Southeast Asia Deputy Regional Director, Proforest 
Richard Laity,  Southeast Asia Manager, PEFC 
Dr Benjamin Singer, Senior Forest & Land Use Specialist, Green Climate Fund 
Q&A 
Panel Wrap-Up 

7.50-8.00 PM Conclusions and way forward 
Dr Vincent Gitz, Director, CIFOR/FTA 
Salvatore Pinizzotto, Secretary-General, IRSG 




