
Book Summary
The book Tree Commodities and Resilient Green economies in Africa is about tree crop commodities in Africa. It seeks 
to examine how best Tree commodities can contribute to achieving sustainable development goals in Africa. This book is 
premised on tree commodities (coffee, cocoa, coffee, cashew, oil palm, rubber, etc.), representing some of the continent’s 
fastest-growing land uses. These commodities support the livelihoods of millions of people and constitute an essential 
part of African economies. At least five countries in Africa are single tree commodity-dependent economies. Seven 
more economies can be considered tree commodity-dependent when more than one tree commodity is considered. 
Nevertheless, farmers remain poor because prices remain low, and most crops are exported as raw materials or with 
little processing. Hence, countries capture very little of the total value of the commodity value chains. For example, 
Africa produces 75% of the world’s cocoa but captures less than 10% of the total market value of the commodity. 
Fluctuating prices pose serious balance of payment challenges for economies as well. 

There is also evidence that these commodity systems have flourished at the expense of forests and come with 
several other externalities- social (e.g., land conflicts, land grabbing), climate (e.g., greenhouse gas emissions) and 
environmental (e.g., biodiversity loss- including soil micro-organisms; human health impacts from pesticides use). 
Climate change poses a significant existential threat to some of the commodities. As global demand for these 
commodities continues to soar, expansion is also being limited by land scarcity. Therefore, tree commodity systems 
would need massive innovations to respond to today’s climate change and social, economic, environmental 
and land scarcity challenges. This book aims at furthering the understanding of innovative options for enabling 
continued economic, livelihood and ecosystem services benefits for people through climate-smart and sustainable 
tree commodity systems.  

The book focused on six key tree commodities grown in Africa: cocoa, coffee, oil palm, rubber, shea, and cashew 
nuts. It is structured in seven parts. Part I explains the motivations of the book, and Part II explores commodity-
based case studies from the systems innovation’s perspective. Parts III, IV and V examine economic, environmental 
and governance innovation options, respectively. In part VI, the book presents lessons from across Asia and Latin 
America that could benefit thinking green tree commodities and Part VII teases emerging lessons from the book 
and envisages possible ways forward. 
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Here is the full book citation: 
Minang PA, Duguma LA, van Noordwijk M, eds. 2021. Tree Commodities and Resilient 
Green Economies in Africa. Nairobi, Kenya: World Agroforestry (ICRAF).

Target Audience 
We target a non-specialist audience of those in evaluating and designing existing or 
new public-sector responses, civil society involvement and private sector initiatives. 
The chapters aim to provide a basic understanding of the various issues and refer to recent 
or foundational literature that can be consulted for further depth.
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CHAPTERS
PART 1: MOTIVATIONS

1 Introduction
2 Tree commodity pathways to achieving SDGs 
3 Theories of place, change and induced change: concepts, typologies and research methods for tree-crop-based 

agroforestry 
4 Innovations: a systems perspective 

PART 2: TREE COMMODITY SYSTEM DYNAMICS 
5 Evolutions and innovations in the cocoa supply chain 
6 Innovation pathways in the coffee sector in Ethiopia and Kenya 
7 Cashew: an emerging commodity crop in African drylands for livelihoods improvement and ecosystem restoration

8 Shea tree crop management in West Africa

9 The palm oil sector in Africa: the dynamics, challenges and pathways to sustainability

10 Natural Rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) production and prospects for sustainable economic development in Africa 

11 Opportunities and challenges for enhancing small-scale timber production and marketing in Africa 

12 Fruit trees in agroforestry systems complementing globally traded commodities with local nutritional benefits

13 Commodity tree crop planting material infrastructures in Africa
PART 3: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INNOVATION 
14 How much does cocoa and coffee contribute to livelihoods in Africa? 
15 Institutional innovations in tree crop producer organisations in Africa 
16 Gender inclusion as a pathway to sustainable development of cocoa and coffee value chains in Africa 
17 Industrialising Africa through tree commodities 
PART 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INNOVATIONS
18 Negative environment externalities within cocoa, coffee, and oil palm value chains in Africa 
19 Tree commodities and climate change: impacts and opportunities 
20 Potential of biofuel and bioelectricity generation from residues of tree commodities in Africa
21 A stocktake on the deforestation-free commodity landscape in Africa 
PART 5: GOVERNANCE INNOVATIONS
22 Policy instruments for enhancing tree commodities 
23 Fluctuating tree commodity price: perils and ways to reduce vulnerability
PART 6: PAN-TROPICAL CONNECTIONS  
24 Rubber and oil palm production and value addition in Asia: contrasts, similarities and suggestions for Africa  
25 Eco-certified coffee agroforestry in indonesia: reconciling conflicting goals?  
26 Cocoa and coffee in Asia: contrasts and similarities in production and value addition 
27 Oil palm Brazil 
28 Vietnam’s coffee story: lessons for African countries
PART 7: THE FUTURE OF TREE COMMODITIES 

29 Sustainable green economies with tree commodities: a closer look at the dominant narratives in Africa
30 A 2050 perspective: what and how? 
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