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What enables and who benefits from flows of biomass, incl.
timber?

How to break and transform long-standing infra-structures of
Inequality towards more just and equitable futures?

1. Defining infrastructures of inequality

2. Unpacking flows of ideas, policy influence and discourse and advocacy
coalitions — methods and approaches

3. Transforming infra-structures of inequality

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO : - |
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET | @ CORGAGUSTINVERSTAT g (ot UNIVEFE%T[%% ggmﬁHASAJ
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI T O v \&/ FAGULTE DEDROIT -

21/12/2022



POWER, COLONIAL EXPLOITATION AND THE
(RE) PRODUCTION OF INEQUALITY

A definition of Social inequality
within and among societies in different parts of the world

starting points (opportunities) and finishing lines (outcomes) are multidimensional, socio-
political processes that often feed into a machinery of increased ‘production’ of social
Inequalities (Afonso et al., 2015)
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MYRIAD OF ACTORS AND INTERESTS IN FORESTS
AND FOREST LANDS IN GLOBAL SOUTH
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INFRASTRUCTURES OF INEQUALITY

Definition: Infrastructure is defined as the basic physical systems of a business, region, or
nation and the flows of material, finance and ideas linked to production processes.

Term from late 1880s, derived from French, with infra- meaning below and structure
meaning building. Infrastructure can mean the foundation upon which the structure

of an economy is built.

Plantations, concessions, roads, buildings

Interconnected processes,
with institutional path dependencies and power relations

with material, financial and ideational flows as part of infra-structures that
(re)produce inequalities

- Flows of biomass over time to the benefit of selected actors

- Narratives that legitimate infrastructures of inequality over time
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Unpacking infrastructures of inequality

2. Flows of ideas, policy influence and discourse and advocacy
coalitions — methods and approaches

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET

._. @ GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT Uum UNIVERSITE DE KINSHASA
D) GOTTINGEN oun FACULTEDEDROIT -
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI

21/12/2022



OUR APPROACH : FLOWS OF BIOMASS,
HEGEMONY AND COMMERCIAL PRACTICES
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https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-furthers-commitment-one-trillion-trees-initiative
https://www.businessinsider.com/elon-musk-pewdiepie-jeffree-star-donate-mrbeast-youtube-tree-planting-2019-10
https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/article/gisele-bundchen-40-birthday-trees
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The making of resource frontier
spaces in the Congo Basin and
Southeast Asia: A critical analysis of
narratives, actors and drivers in the
scientific literature
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OUR APPROACH:

INVESTIGATING THE ROLE OF SCIENCE IN THE MAKING OF
INFRASTRUCTURES OF INEQUALITY

Literature reviews: Frontiers in
Congo Basin (incl. English & French
literature) and Southeast Asia

Multiple search strings using the following
keywords: forest, frontier, plantation,
agriculture, concession, deforestation,
degradation, land use change, conversion,
transition, governance, investment,
conservation, extraction, shifting
cultivation, pioneer, development, conflict,
benefit, equity

Sources: Scopus, Web of Science, referrals

Final sample: 296 articles
Qualitative text analyses:
open coding and an
inductive-deductive
analytical approach

How has science
portrayed forest
frontiers in the Congo
Basin and Southeast
Asia? What are the
different narratives,
problematizations and
proposed solutions?
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Bornean communities locked into 2-million-hectare carbon deal they don’t know about

fYin O™ []

by John C. Cannon on 9 November 2021

o Leaders in Sabah, a \

agreement on Oct. 28

meaningtul participati

INVESTIGATION OF ACTORS, AFFILIATIONS
AND ARGUMENTS

The Guardian Post No 1730

Campo, Nyete communities worried over expropriation of 60,000 hectares of land

From Kiven Brenda
in Kribi

he ¢ ommunities of Nyete
I and Campo in the Ocean
Division of the South
region have expressed concerns
over a new palm project which
will occupy over 60,000 hectares
of their land, despite the fact that
other companies operating in
their community have brought
little development.

They expressed their frustra-
tion at the conference hall of the
Divisional Officer of Nyete,
Mbotiji Hotison Babila, on

to start by cutting off 2,500
hectares progressively.

The company according to its
project outlined by a geo-consul-
tant, Georges Chekuie, wants to
develop the communities of
Campo and Nyete by creating
over 6000 plantation jobs, 2,500
at the industry and 15,000 indi-
rect jobs through the palm plan-
tation and oil industry. They also
intend open schools, health cen-
tres, provide water, roads, train-
ing centres to the communities.
Nyete has to give out 3000 to
4000 hectares of land and the rest

s e P MNavnemn T nedae fae

NEWS

that, the presence of other oil
companies such as HELVECAM
and SOCAPALM, hasn't
brought much change to the
community, as it is still impover-
ished.

“We all want development but
our concern is that agro-indus-
tries on our land do not bring to
us any development. In reference
to other enterprises close to this
place,we have the impression
that they want some certification
and after that nothing...We want
local development. We have
nothing. You used the road Kribi

ta Adinkh cnei mases thia assesaand

o The aqreement, with the consultancy Tierra Australia and a private equity-backed funder

from Singapore, calls for the mearketing of carbon and other ecosystem services (o

companies looking, for exnmple, to buy credits to offset their emissions.

Tuesday September 17, 2019 | Page 10




OUR APPROACH : INVESTIGATION
A: Malkamaki, M..Brockhaus. F. Kgngoum, R.
OF POLICY INFLUENCE THROUGH Connecive acton an the boomerang patter fr
halting deforestation in the Democratic Republic of the

TWITTER - Conde, In CesiKelo | Welbl feds) Advecac BEE
= ADVOCACY COALITIONS in DRC

Coalitions in the multilevel policy process for

halting deforestation in the Democratic Republic

of the Congo based on the retweet network <
among 156 policy actors spanning the period of
January 2017 through May 2022; nodes at the

lower and upper levels refer to Congolese and
International organisations, respectively

Forest Development Financial

watchdog Industry justice S VLG




Influencing policy

Poliéy actors that share policy beliefs do pool resources and align strategies to achieve joint policy
goals (Weible et al. 2020, Sabatier 1988)
1 (Advocacy) Coalitions

1 understanding the contribution of coalitional politics to policy gridlocks as in DRC is important

Actors accessing the state from the outside, diverse roles (and interests), interaction across levels

1 The "international”

1 understanding role of internationals in coalition formation and for policy change towards less
deforestation (Kukkonen et al., 2018; Nwalie, 2019), e.g. through brokerage of selected or
societal interests, resource transfer (aid), domestication of global norms, etc.

1 Connective Action, Boomerang effect
1 New media (e.g. twitter) removes costs,
1 more internationals, more change?
1 Legitimacy?
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Data and methods to analyse Twitter data on deforestation in DRC

Twitter data on retweets and mentions among 159 policy organisations since 2017 - May 2022

Retweets — belief homophily as an act of endorsing and spreading political content.
Mentions — extra-coalitional influence attempts and intra-coalitional relevancy boosts.

Organisational presence on Twitter — different types of accounts [Chen 2021] — (6148 accounts).
Initial roster of organisations (205), not all are active ...

Coalitions identified from the weighted + undirected + keyword-filtered retweet network via
consensus Leiden partitioning [Traag et al. 2019; Peixoto 2021].

Influence attempts inferred from the binary + directed + keyword-filtered mention network via
exponential random graph modelling [Cranmer et al. 2017].
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Forest watchdog coalition

- Connects 23 national non-governmental organisations working on the environment and social
justice with their 13 international counterparts putting pressure on the government and
International third parties.

- Structural power (operationalised through eigenvector centrality) with International Institute
for Environment and Development (research), Greenpeace (activism), and Mongabay
(jjournalism)

- some Fecent social movement organisations, the Extinction Rebellion and
the Rise Up Movement both of which have Congolese chapters.

—=> More or less radical ?
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%\ Establishment+

- largest of the six coalitions with 50 members, connecting the powerful organs
of the state (e.g., Office of the President) with the main political
blocks and business interests in the DRC with international
organisations, namely transnational corporations

-+ =foreign aid bureaus from the US, the UK, and China, assigned
to this group based on their online interactions — hence, do not qualify as third parties.

- most central is youth activist organisation Lutte pour le Changement (Fight for
Change) — youth dominance contributes to understand centrality; belonging to internal
camps, professionalization during transition from Kabila to Tshisekedi regime all
provide possible explanations for coalition belonging

- More change within establishment or more international B —AU ?

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO

HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI Maatalous-metsatieteellinen tiedekunta 09/11/2022 17



4 other coalitions,

3 of which predominantly operate at the international level and are
largely divided by sectorial focus: land use, aid money, and
financial integrity.
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R

|
S EAR ONGARCEINIEN 36 members, most central actor the relatively small but

media-present CongoPeat Programme, FAO, WWF, captures the collection of
established scientific and intergovernmental organisations that constitutes the
cornerstone of international forest policy.

- specialises in producing expert knowledge of forests and facilitating
science-policy dialogue for national institutions

- more conservative in rhetoric, have been operating professionally within the
existing institutions for decades, and collaborate more closely with
governments and corporations to steer policy.

- close or too close to power to speak ‘truth’- implications for credibility
and reachability?
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BT IR Vg coalition of international finance institutions with financial leverage over
deforestation policy in recipient countries.

- All major donor governments (except the American, British, and Chinese agencies which are
in the Establishment+), endorsing the deforestation-oriented content of one another on social
media.

- Implications for accountability of state towards donors rather than society?
SNMEREEINITE (-8 represents organisations that work on financial integrity (e.g., capital flight, financial
secrecy, tax evasion)

- Even though it focuses on an important structural dimension underlying tropical deforestation, it shares
few ties with other coalitions,

- suggesting that financial integrity has not penetrated current
debates on deforestation?

comprises three Congolese agricultural interest groups

- implying that smallholder farming is not well embedded in the politics of deforestation?
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i ! Selected key findings :

Connective action, but largely to build coalitions, missing
boomerang as transnational coalitions not necessarily pressure
domestic establishment — trust in who’s willing to put the pro-
change agenda forward? (since some powerful third parties are
already bed fellows with establishment) , except for some INGOs
Inside the Forest Watchdog which are however outside the Forest

Science Policy regime
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How to break and transform long-standing infra-structures of inequality towards
more just and equitable futures?

3. Key findings and possible implications for research
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IDENTIFYING AND ENGAGING IN
TRANSFORMATIVE JUST PATHWAYS

What are infra-structures that (re)produce inequality?

Histories, politics and capital & material flows reflected in narratives that are persistent over time, with
‘Quiet’ private sector interests
Enabled through established state and forest regime actors (incl. science)
Promising development and welfare at the expense of local people and nature

How can research contribute to break and transform these towards more just and equitable
futures?

Questions the politics and dissects the discourses — whose interests are served and who benefits.

Examines power relations in policies and practices related to forest access, forest land conversion,
trade and finance.

Engages and gives voice to those not heard in policy processes.
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Regardless of
the topic,
retweeting
patterns occur
— consistent
retweeting
behaviour

Figure 3. Retweets by
deforestation-related
topic; colours match
the coalitions in
Figure 2; aggregate
network is simply
another visualisation
of the network in
Figure 2.
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Mention network
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Table 2. Results for the two ERGMSs for the mention network: without IGOs refers to the category
Powerful third party including only international development agencies and development finance
institutions, while with IGOs includes also intergovernmental organisations; standard errors in
parentheses; 1 and 2 refer to actors at the global and local levels, respectively.

Fredictor Without IGOs With IGOs

Ties -§.81 (0.17)°**" -6.82 (D.17)**

Coalition homophily: Dewvelopment industry 1.52 (0.13)°°° 1.52 (0.13)°

Coalition homophily: Establishment+ 1.83 (0.086) 1.83 (0.06)

Coalition homophily: Financial justice 2.84 (0.18)7° 2.B6 (0.18)

Coalition homeophily: Science-policy regime 1.37 (0.08)°"" .38 (o.o08)** Forest Wa_tChdog
Coalition homophily: Forest watchdog 1.2% (0.0&8)°°%° 1.31 (0.0&)°%* .

Target: policy doyen 5.47 (0.25)°°° 5.50 (0.25)°%* pUtt|ng pressure
Target: policy kbroker 0.62 (0.20)77° o.60 (0.20)°%* .
Rdvocate: policy doyen 4,87 (0.24)°° 4,83 (0.23)* On powerfUI thlrd
TLenml omEenl parties (financing
eciprocity 1.47 (0.07) 1.47 (0.07)

Popularity ~0.73 (0.30)*" ~0.74 (0.30) Org ans|at|ons)
Betiwvity 0.92 (0.51) 0.91 (0.50)

Open triads: Do iicdcpeemmt —0.08 (0.00) il 00} When aISO

rangitive triads: cross-layer -0.24 (0.04) -0.22 (0.04) .

1 Transboundary coalition >> 1 Powerful third party [H2,] 0.12 (D.13) 0.24 (0. |nterg Overnmental
1 gcogalition »>»> 2 5tate apparatus -0.47 {(0.21)°*" —0.46 (0. Zem . .

2 Transboundary coalition »>»> 1 Powerful third party [HZ,] -0.50 (0.28)° -0.30 (0.20) Org anS|at|OnS are
2 Transboundary coalition >»> 2 5tate apparatus 1.67 {(0.20)%*" 1.66 (0.20)** .

2 State apparatus >»> 1 Powerful third party -0.08 (0.17) -0.26 (0D.14)" InCIUded

2 State apparatus >> 1 Transboundary coalition -2.55 {(0.33)°°° -2 .57 ,50_55.:.“-

2 State apparatus >»» 2 Transboundary coalition -0.32 (0.57}) -0.32 (0.57)

1l powerful third party >> 2 State apparatus [H3] 0.07 (0.15 .15 (0.13)

Deviance T227 TZ24
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